From the University of Washington, Seattle
To study the anatomy of subarticular bone and cartilage, fresh specimens of cartilage on bone from the human shoulder, hip and knee were treated with bleach or papain, or were fixed and decalcified. 
RESULTS
The above methods yielded five specimens from each of the humanjoint surfaces ( Fig. 2) . In one (A), the cartilage was intact ; in the other four it had been partially or completely removed and facing views of the remaining cartilage or bone were presented. Usually, one side of a specimen was cleanly fractured so that a vertical section through the subchondral plate was also exposed for SEM.
For a subset of these treated preparations, an intact, untreated half of each specimen was available for direct comparison along a common fractured interface. ..: 
